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HISTORY g
COIMBATORE DISTRICT

V. Pradeepat

Coimbatore is the second largest City in the Stat
of ’?‘amil Nadu. It is the administrative headquarterso
Coimbatore District. Coimbatore is also known as th
‘jManchester of South India”. Coimbatore is known ot
its industrial hub, educational institutions, health ca®
facilities, pleasant weather friéndly culture and
hospitality. There is significant majority of persons fron
North and West Indian origin in Coimbatore.’

Etymology

. bc
One possible reason for the City’s name cmﬁ:n“
that a king called Kovan,who ruled the area an 4

the name Kovanpudur (Kovan’s City) evolve anme
was anglicized as Coimbatore. In modert times;lthe
name is sometimes abbreviated as Kovai- Base Z\t the
In.dian railway station code, it is also believed te o
City is named after the presiding deity of ! ed ist?

3
Koni ) n
niamman”, Konniammanpudur t*

Coimbatore.2
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opography of Coimbatore

Coimbatore is an inland District in the South
ainsula. Coimbatore has a total area of 7469 square
glometers. It is bounded by Nilgris in the North and
tesame in the West, Periyar District in East and Anna
District in the South.? Coimbatore District is surrounded
bythe mountain ranges on all sides except in the South-
Fast where there is a gap sloping towards the East. It
@asacrescen't shape with a gradual slope towards the
mterior. It was the largest of the upland basins lying
_itlwlin the Tamil Nadu Hills and the Western Ghats.

ara\?artf;lb Clountry was an un.dulating plain.

Chats 1, thea\S’;[m forms the continuation of the We.stern'

nd the Palani ;.St afnd the South with the Anaimalai
ills in Coimbatore District.*

.
Olmdaries of K’Ongu

0 .
‘Zere def?i);glithe 18t Century the boundaries of Kongu
r:"_e been, Wri?teKongu Mandala Sathagam. This may
‘”S n.SACCOI‘din N after a well defined stage of Kongu
bos Mad ag t.O the Sadagam’ the Eastern boundary
th::\r;ldary Was 11;1&1' .In some other version Eastt.iltn
Sst, p e €ntioned as Kulithalai, Velliy angirl_ ?n
D were Otilountain in the South, Thalaimalai 18
arm ® boundaries. Some historieans have
ed . . @PUri District.V.Ramamoorthl has

e
deq ; Mysore District of Karnataka State W&
in Kongu.ﬁ
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Geography

Coimbatore is situated in the
Tamil Nadu, near the State of Kerala,
by mountains on the West, with rese
(Nilgiri biosphere reserve) on the No
lakes and ponds were constructed n
ancient times. The City of Coimbatore has nine lake
and wetlands. In most of urban ecosystems, thes
wetlands are the major life supporting component with
high concentration of birds, mammals, repties
amphibians, fish and invertebrate species.

€Xtreme Wegt o
It is Surroyndyg
rve forest anq the
rthern side, Many
ear the river in

Climate

Coimbatore has pleasant, salubrious climaltﬁ’fsfwt
reaching the high temperature of other southern Indl;n
cities, situated in the western part of the state ?ft;f
Tamil Nadu. Coimbatore is located at an elevétfonum
about 398 meters. The mean maximum and mmf;een
temperatures during summer and winter varies b;mary,
35°Cto 18 °C. In the months from July to P“e 2C
highest temperature in 38° C and the lowest 1§

Demographics

1h
According to the population census °f1§2 a?e:
density was about 10,052 per sq km. Th.e which‘55
spoken in the city is primarily Kongu Taml.l’ n inCludz[
dialect in the Tamil. Majority of the poP ulatl;’ lar ge'ﬂ
Hindus, although Muslim population is als
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ikhs, and Jains are also present to some
o Slal's ,are the majority in the City who has
et Malaypallakkad, and other regional people are
wied 190 th Indians mostly from Gujarat, who are
Teluguz’ ‘Notrhe commercial activities. Due to the high
mZOIZ? e::nornic growth and availability of jobs in the
rCait:l, apopulation explosion was seen during the 1.970's.
Presently, about 33% of Coimbatore’s population is
found in the slums.”

Christ

History of Coimbatore -

Originally Coimbatore District formed part of the
"84 Country, the history of which dates back to the
.Sangam 3ge. It is found that in early days the area was
o biteq by the tribes, the most predominant among
thzx': Eeing the Kosars who are reported to have haid
latey 1, “quaeters at Kosampathur which proba'lb y
eame the present Coimbatore. However, tribal
by the aanCe did not last long as they were ov‘er-ruﬁ
iy Shtrakutas- From Rastrakutas the region fe
hey; “14s of the Cholas who were in prominence

e, € of Raja Raja Chola. On the decline of Chola;
Yty o TTHOTY was occupied by the Chalukyas an
gy - 20as  Dye t internal strife in the Pandzj
glterfere N e Muslim rulers from Delhi happened .
angg 195 the areq fel] ingo the hands of Madure!
B e from s wrestled
Y e regio Whom the Vijayanagar ruler

Uy, glo

‘o the
A Ny, . during 1377-78 after OVerthromnippa
Y S-During the period of Muthu Veer
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Nayak and later during the period of Ti

. : FUmala
internal strife and intermittent wars ruin

&y,
ed the kjng ak

don,

In 18" Century, the Coimbatore
under the Kingdom of Mysore, controlled
and later Tipu Sultan. After defeating Tj
the Anglo-Mysore Wars, the British EastI
annexed Coimbatore to the Madras Presidencyin 179
Coimbatore 'pl'ayed a prominent role in the Second
Poligar War against the British in 1801, as it was the
area of operations of Dheeran Chinnamalai. In 1865,
Coimbatore was established as the capital of the newly
formed Coimbatore District and in 1866 it was accorded
the Municipality status. Sir Robert Stanes became tf‘1€
first Chairman of the Coimbatore City Council
Industrialisation of the region begin in 1888 a
continued into the 20t Century. The city experien.ceda;
textile boom in 19205 and 1930s due to the dedi*¢
the Cotton industry in Mumbai. The region pl&® it
significant role in the Indian independence movemi
After independence, Coimbatore has seen rapid g;,O, its
due to industrialization. Coimbatore is knoWT‘h g
industrial hub, educational institutions, healt

7
. ) ture &
facilities, pleasant weather, friendly cul
hospitality.

region came
by Hyder
PU Sultap j,
ndia Company

it
ety W
The City has a multicultural SOCI;: peopl,e
Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam Speaklo fouﬂdi
Sikhs, Rajasthanis and Gujarathis are &% i

ious festivals taking place each year.
g rel.lii most other places in South India has a

flcilde and historically important temples.
et the dominant religion, but Islam,
H;n-d;:n;;eJainism, and Sikhism are also prominent
Chris ]

(rimbator®

8
in Coimbatore.
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